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Rotherfield St Martin 

Registered Charity No: 1119458 
 

Memorial Institute, North Street, Rotherfield 
 

Providing social facilities and support 
for senior citizens. 

 

Opening Hours 

Mon 10.00am - 12.30pm 

Tue - Fri 10am - 12.30pm & 1.30pm - 4pm 
 

For information about activities, bookings for 
therapies and Volunteer Driver Scheme 

 
Tel: 01892 853021 

Email: office@rotherfieldstmartin.org.uk 
Website: www.rotherfieldstmartin.org.uk 

 
Supported by:    Rotherfield Parish Council     St Denys’ Church 

 

  

 

 
 

   

 

The Wheatsheaf Public House 
Mount Pleasant, Crowborough, TN6 2NF 

Tel: 01892 663756 
www.wheatsheafcrowborough.co.uk 

 

 
 

Pete and Becky extend a hearty welcome 
to you at Crowborough’s most traditional 

and friendly pub, with great beer, 
fine wine and good company 

 

Delicious homemade food is available at 
lunchtime (Mon-Sat), 

and in the evenings (Tues-Thurs) 
 

Roaring fires and no pretensions 

  

Bed & Breakfast 
 

Hill Cottage, 
Mount Pleasant, Crowborough, TN6 2NF 

 
Maggie & Ted Hirst offer a really warm 
welcome to their charming 17th century 

cottage in a peaceful spot on the 
outskirts of Crowborough. 

 

 
 

For details and availability call 
 

Telephone: 01892 662243 
E-mail: bandb@hillcottage.me.uk 

or visit the 
Website: www.hillcottage.me.uk

 



A LONG AND WINDING ROAD 

A DIRECTOR’S INTRODUCTION 
 

Alan Powell 
I was a fresh-faced student at 
University in 1993 when I was first 
introduced to Jim Cartwright’s, now 
seminal, portrayal of Northern 
hardship at the height of economic 
decline in the 1980’s. I remember 
thinking how relevant so much of it 
still was, and twenty years on that 

painful truth perpetuates. The powerful messages in 
the play resonate today. Voted “36th best play of the 
20th century” in a poll by the National Theatre, ‘Road’ 
weaves a path through the lives of ordinary working 
class Lancastrians enduring the dark days of 
Thatcherism. 
 

As darkly comic as they are desperate, Scullery, local 
stud-about-town, and his fellow inhabitants of the road 
drink, fight and fornicate their way through a wild 
Saturday night, taking us on journeys that are by turns 
achingly poignant and gleefully satirical. 
 

I always had my eye on ‘Road’ for the Players, but 
thought that the subject matter and adult content and 
language may alienate not only the audience but also 
the prospective auditionees. I am delighted that this 
has not been the case. Once we had eradicated some 
of the most ‘colourful’ language we found that the 
remaining profanities had a humorous quality to them, 
and indeed the text contained a vast wealth of comedy. 
I wanted to expend some focus on the essence of hope 
and joy within the story, and not to solely dwell on the 
hardship and pain. Content aside, my other dilemma 
was that I really wanted to stage the play as a 
promenade production, imagining that the audience 
might manoeuvre from Hall to Pub, to Kennedy’s 
forecourt to someone’s upstairs bedroom on Church 
Street… somewhat ambitious eh? My compromise was 
the layout you find yourselves in this evening-please 
feel free as an assimilation to promenade theatre, to 
stand/move around etc during the production if you 
need to be able to see the action better or feel 
particularly connected to an individual’s story. We want 
you to feel that you are ‘moving’ on this journey with 
us too!  
 

My huge and indebted thanks to everyone involved in 
the production-onstage, in the wings, on the floor and 
beyond, who have all worked so hard to bring the 
‘Road’ to life. There has been a wonderful sense of 
community spirit, and the result truly reflects the 
power of, and need for local theatre. Above all thanks  

to you-our audience-for supporting us and keeping the 
drama alive. 
 

Twenty-six years on from its dramatic explosion onto 
the London stage, the play is still a poignant reminder 
of the reality of poverty in the UK, and it still strikes a 
chord with us as we become aware of the gap between 
the haves and the have nots, and the chasm between 
rich and poor which grows ever wider. This was made 
more poignant as I witnessed the food bank requests at 
a recent trip to Tesco in Crowborough. That is perhaps 
the real tragedy of Jim Cartwright's play – the sorrowful 
truth that his Road, and thousands like it, still exist. Yet 
where Cartwright left his audience to traipse home 
with very little to be optimistic about for the Road and 
its inhabitants, I wanted to offer a glimmer of hope. I 
hope you enjoy the performance, don’t find my 
idealistic optimism patronizing, and above all leave 
with a sense of - whatever your hardships may be -that 
it can be a, ‘wonderful world’ that we live in after all!  
 

 

 
The wild and windy night that the rain washed away 

Has left a pool of tears crying for the day 

Why leave me standing here, let me know the way 

Many times I've been alone and many times I've cried 

Anyway you'll never know the many ways I've tried 

And still they lead me back to 

the long and winding road 

You left me standing here a long, long time ago 

Don't leave me waiting here, lead me to your door. 
 

Lennon/McCartney 
 
 

 



FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

James Gallifant 
I must confess to being a little 
reticent when Alan Powell 
approached me with his idea of 
directing “Road”.  I listened 
patiently to his outline whilst my 
eyes widened further when he told 
me about the subject matter, the 
language and some of the images.  

And then he said that he would use the whole hall in 
promenade which would cause the audience to move 
with the action.   
 

Rotherfield Village Hall is not the Royal Court Theatre 
where untold actions have taken place on stage over 
the years since theatre censorship was lifted in 1968.  
We have altered the words in some scripts over the 
years lest we offend sensitive ears in our audiences.  
However, “Road” is a very powerful play, dealing with 
the isolation and desperation of poverty.  Alan’s 
successful production of “The Elephant Man” is fresh in 
our minds and thus the Player’s committee supported 
“Road” wholeheartedly. 
 

The Player’s membership turned up for the auditions in 
droves and Alan proclaimed that everyone would have 
a part; even me!  The entire cast has enjoyed the 
rehearsal process enormously and gained so much. 
 

It’s a gritty play.  We do hope that you enjoy it 
enormously and that you are also moved by it. 
 

Our October play is a complete change from “Road”.  
This will be the stage play of “Are You Being Served”, to 
be directed by Adam Hardy.  Most of you will recall Mrs 
Slocombe’s feline jests.  It will be a jolly good night out.  
Our pantomime this winter will be “Beauty and the 
Beast”.  We have never done this play so none of you 
will know the story!! 
 

JIM CARTWRIGHT AND ROAD 
 

‘After Road, writing was never the same again.’ 
Jim Cartwright 

 

‘A northern Under Milk Wood, high on pills and booze’ 
The Sunday Times 

 

When Danny Boyle was directing at the London’s Royal 
Court Theatre in the 1980’s, Jim Cartwright, an 
unemployed actor who had left school at 16, kept 
sending in sketches of a play.  These unsolicited 
monologues would eventually become Road, one of the 
most striking of the 1980’s state of the nation dramas.    

‘Uncomfortable and magical, funny and bitter’ 
The Sunday Times 

 

‘An original, affecting and truly remarkable piece of 
work, let alone a superb first play’ 

Financial Times 
 

Road represented the theatrical debut of Jim 
Cartwright, described by The Sunday Times as a ‘writer 
of outstanding talent’. Road was first performed in the 
Royal Court’s Theatre Upstairs in 1986 and was a 
groundbreaking and influential play that was voted 
joint 36th place in the Royal National Theatre’s survey 
of the most significant twentieth century plays.  
 

It won the Samuel Beckett award in 1988 and launched 
his reputation as one of the country’s most eloquent, 
radical playwrights.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In 1987 Alan Clarke - one of the UK’s most respected 
and influential Directors, transferred the play to the 
television for the BBC - the result was electrifying, 
altering the fabric of television drama and changing the 
face of screen drama. 
 

Arriving home, after the success of Road on the London 
stage, and with a stack of commissions, Cartwright 
found that the words no longer came as easily as they 
had.  ‘When someone starts paying, it’s not as fast and 
flowing.  It took me a long time to learn that you just 
can’t wait until the mood takes you; that you have to sit 
down every day.  Writing is like everything else – first 
sex, first drink, first time abroad – experience takes 
away the virginity, the edge.  After Road, writing was 
never the same again.’ Guardian, 1999. 
 

Jim eventually went on to have his work consistently 
performed around the world and has been translated 
into over 35 languages. He has written successfully for 
film, television and radio and his stage work has been 
performed at the National Theatre, the Royal Court 
Theatre, the West end of London and on Broadway 
amongst others. His plays for the Theatre include; 
Road, Bed, Two, the Rise and Fall of Little Voice, Prize 
Night, Hard Fruit. Television and film work includes; 
Road, Vroom, Wedded, June, Vacuuming Completely 
Nude In Paradise, Strumpet, Johnny Shakespeare, King 
of the Teds. His plays are on both school and university 
curriculums, and have been constantly in print since 
1986. 



 

  

Mayfield Osteopaths 
 

Lower Steps, High Street, Mayfield, TN20 6AB 

01435 873051 
 

 
 

DON’T WAIT TILL YOU 
LOOK LIKE THIS!!! 

 

Treatments for 
Neck pain, Sciatica, Arthritis, Sports Injuries, 
Frozen Shoulder, Tennis Elbow, Headaches, 

Migraine, Cranial Maternity & more…. 
 

Reflexology and Sports Injury Massage 
Now Available 

 

NO BONES ABOUT IT, 
WE’RE THE BEST AROUND! 

 
  

 

 

 

 
Private & NHS patients welcome 

Hygienists available 4 days p/wk 
 

 
 

***MAY MADNESS MONTH *** 
**ON TEETH WHITENING** 

Friendly and Caring team 
Contact us via 

Tel : 01435 873659 
Or 

Email: tglynn@mayfielddentalcentre.com 

www.mayfielddentalcentre.com 

High St, Mayfield, TN20 6AW 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mayfielddentalcentre.com/


THE CAST 
 

 
Scullery 

Graham Scott 
 

 
Louise 

Kate Awcock 

 
Barry 

Charlie Tick 

 
Carol 

Becky Syms 

 
Brenda 

Jacky Jenkins 

 
Brink 

Christian Jarvest 

 
Eddie 

Barry Shyvers 
 

 
Eddie’s Dad / Bald 

Alan Varley 

 
Lane 

Jess Hardy 

 
Dor 

Gussie Penny 

 
Skinlad 

Laurence De Rosa 

 
Molly 

Alison Organ 

 
Professor (Prof) 

Adam Hardy 

 
Mrs Bald (voice-

over only) / Maggie 
Clare Carruthers 

 
Jerry 

James Gallifant 

 
Joey 

Michael Stanton 

 
Claire 

Eliza Close 

 
Chantal 

Stacey Brackley 

 

BACKSTAGE CREW 
 

Director Alan Powell Costumes Helen Gallifant 

Producer Andrea Butler  Sue Exton 

Stage Designer  Andy Miller Stage Properties Iona Baily 

 Mark Tasker Prompt Caroline Brackley 

Stage Manager David Close Front of House Geraldine Davies 

Directors Assistant Jane Littlefair Bar Manager Brett Seath 

Stage Hands Andy Miller Publicity Becky Syms 

 Mark Tasker Programme Gillian Earle 

 Trevor Skinner Programme Cover Lucy Marks 

 Fergus Wilson Box office Jess Hardy 

Lighting James Harris Hire Photography Mark Kennedy  

Sound Terry Everitt   



THE CAST 
 

 
Curt 

James Jenkins 

 
Bisto 

David Penny 
 

 
Manfred 

Paul Philpott 

 
Scotch Girl 

Libby McCarthy 

 
Helen 

Emma Harrison 

 
Soldier 

Jimmy Powell 

 
Valerie 

Ali Close 
 

 
Marion 

Ros Williams 

 
Brian 

Brian Wright 

 
Linda 

Beth Campbell 

 
Linda 

Georgie Dolding 

 
Vera 

Heather Block 
 

 
Susan / Joey’s Mum 

(voice-over only) 
Deb Findlater 

 
Cath 

Jo Day 
 

 
Set and Prop Constructer and Assistant 

Mark Tasker and David Tasker 
 

 

INTERVIEW WITH MARK TASKER - SET & PROP CONSTRUCTER 
(with assistant, David Tasker - Dad) 

 
Q. When did you start creating for 
the Players and how did you get 
involved initially? 
I had done a little backstage work 
with TWODS; got interested in 
doing more things, a friend 
researched the internet for local 
societies and I also met Kate 
Organ. This was about 5 years ago. 

 

Q. Where do you build your pieces and how do you 
source your material? 
Luckily Dad has a big shed and between us we have 
some good tools – lathes, saw bench etc.  Most of the 
materials I source through my ground and construction 
work - usually stuff folks throw away! 

 

Q. What’s been the most challenging thing you have 
had to produce? 
A huge cauldron for Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates. 
 

Q. Have you kept any of your creations? 
Space for this is always a problem but we have kept 
the cauldron, barrels, canon, two handcarts, fire 
hydrant, ship’s wheel and lots of balustrading.  
 

Q. What thing have you been most proud of? 
The cottage for Jack and the Beanstalk 
 

Q. Has anything stumped you? 
Not yet.  But the challenges presented are part of the 
fun of the construction. 



CHARITY PROCEEDS 
 

The Rotherfield Players annual charity 2014 
Taylor-Made Dreams 
 

In 2013, we raised over £1,000 for Care for the 
Carers; an independent charity which supports 
unpaid carers in East Sussex. Our chosen 
charity for 2014 is Taylor-Made Dreams, based 
just down the road in Crowborough.  

 

Taylor-Made Dreams was set up by Suzi Mitchell, in memory of her late son Taylor Mitchell who sadly passed 
away at the age of 15 from the incurable condition Neurofibromatosis. Taylor-Made Dreams vision is to enable 
children with life limiting illness achieve their dreams when time is short and also provide the families with holistic 
therapeutic support at the most difficult of times.  
 

Suzi Mitchell says “At around the same time Taylor received his diagnosis, the film “The Bucket List” was released 
and we watched it together. He told me then if I ever found out that he was dying that I wasn't to tell him as he 
“Didn’t want to give up”; I never did but he knew. When it became apparent that Taylor’s prognosis was terminal 
and his life expectancy was at best two years, together we wrote his own ’Bucket List’ and planned to tick off each 
one. Friends and family pulled together to enable Taylor to achieve all the adventures he had written in his bucket 
list”.  
 

All money raised goes towards supporting other life limited children and their families in a 
variety of ways. The primary aim is to enable the children to have the opportunity of a 
memorable experience they may otherwise miss out on. Secondly, Taylor-Made 
Dreams provides holistic therapeutic support to families of the terminally ill 
child, enabling them to access counselling and other therapies.  
Finally, they offer practical help and support such as running 
children to appointments, cooking, cleaning or even shopping. 
 

By working with the charity throughout the coming year, The 
Rotherfield Players hopes to build a supportive relationship with 
Suzi and Taylor-Made Dreams, through understanding their 
goals and receiving regular updates on the work they are doing.  

 

LUCY MARKS - POSTER AND PROGRAMME COVER ARTIST 
 

Lucy Marks trained in oil painting at Central Saint Martins College of Art in London.  She is 
currently studying her Masters in Fine Art at Brighton University where she is preparing for 
her Final Year show. 
 

Lucy's most recent work is based on meetings and encounters with people she has met in 
work and family life.  She paints from memory to bring out the emotion in the people she 
met. 
 

Having studied a degree and masters in Drama and Theatre Production, Lucy has always had 
a strong love for the theatre and so the opportunity to provide the image for Road was 

something she could not refuse.  
 

A selection of Lucy's current and past work can be found on Facebook-search Lucy Marks Art, or online at 
www.lucymarks.co.uk.  She exhibits in the South and South East, most recently in Arundel, Chichester, Tunbridge 
Wells, and Highgate in London. Lucy has had works accepted and shown at the Royal Institute of Oil Painters, Mall 
Galleries, London.  She undertakes commissions and can be contacted at lucy@lucymarks.co.uk. 
 

Lucy has kindly donated some concept art for this production of Road to be offered for silent auction to raise 
funds for our chosen charity-Taylor-Made Dreams. Please ask a front of house member for further details. 



REHEARSAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

   

    

   
 

 

PAST PRODUCTIONS - THE LAST 10 YEARS 
 
‘Allo ‘Allo  
A Murder is Announced 
The Magic Fruit 
Calamity Jane   
Garden District  
The Wizard of Oz  
The Final Curtain  
An Ideal Husband  
Goldilocks and the Three 
    Bears 
Godspell   
Bard from the King’s Arms 
Caught in the Net  
Sleeping Beauty  
Kiss Me Kate    

2004 
2004 
2005 
2005 
2005 
2006 
2006 
2006 
2007 

 
2007 
2007 
2007 
2008 
2008 

Les Liaisons Dangereuses 
Cinderella   
Busybody   
Our Country’s Good  
Babes in the Wood  
Present Laughter  
The Railway Children 
    (JuniorPlayers) 
Farndale Avenue Housing 
    Estate Townswomen’s 
    Guild Production of 
    The Mikado 
Wind in the Willows  
Little Shop of Horrors  
  

2008 
2009 
2009 
2009 
2010 
2010 
2010 

 
2010 

 
 
 

2011 
2011 

 

Three Characters in    
    Search of a Verdict &    
    Round the World with 
    Class Six (Junior Players) 
All My Sons 
Aladdin   
The Sound of Music 
The Elephant Man 
Robinson Crusoe & the  
    Pirates  
Noises Off 
Annie Jr (Junior Players) 
A Streetcar Named Desire 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

2011 
 

 
 

2011 
2012 
2012 
2012 
2013 

 
2013 
2013 
2013 
2014 



NEXT PRODUCTION 
 

Are You Being Served? 
A play by Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft 

 

16th - 18th October 2014 
 

Are you free…?  I’m free! 
 

Double entendres are non-stop as the well-loved staff 
of Grace Brothers department store prepare first for a 
sale of German goods and then depart en masse for a 
staff holiday at one-star hotel in Spain. Will the tropical 
heat, Spanish crumpet, giant woof n’ poofs and randy 
revolutionaries prove too much for our happy band? 
Not a bit of it! With the aid of a nun’s habit, a bowler 
hat and Mrs Slocombe’s Union Jack Knickers, they 
survive their holiday with everything intact but their 
modesty. 
 

Familiarisation Evening: 
Monday 19th May 7:30pm Memorial Institute 

 

Auditions: 
Friday 23rd May 7:30 Rotherfield Village Hall. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
The Rotherfield Players is a vibrant village 
dramatic society.  We have a healthy 
membership but we always welcome new faces 
both on stage and back stage.  Many different 
skills are required to put on a show apart from 
acting, singing and dancing.  There’s carpentry, 
painting, sewing and even computer skills.  If 
you are interested in joining our group please 
contact 
 

James Gallifant 
Tel: 01892 654219 

Email: members@rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 
 

For more information about Rotherfield Players, 
go to www.rotherfieldplayers.co.uk 

 

Programme Printed by 
Units D-G,  

18 Chapman Way, 
Tunbridge Wells, 

Kent TN2 3EF 
 

Published by 
The Society of the Rotherfield Players 



Rotherfield Village presents 

 

 
 
 

 
FIESTA 

 
 
 

 

A family friendly weekend celebrating village living 
 

 
 

18th – 20th July 
 

 
 

Friday 18th 
 

6.00pm  BEER FESTIVAL AND LIVE MUSIC outdoors at The Kings Arms 
 
 

Saturday 19th 
 

Noon – 5.00pm  SUMMER FAYRE Millennium Green 

Hosted by RSM 
 

6.00pm  BEER FESTIVAL AND LIVE MUSIC outdoors at The Kings Arms 
 
 

Sunday 20th 
 

2.00 – 6.00pm  OPEN GARDENS (charge will apply) all over the village 

Hosted by St Denys 
 

 
 

Open gardens, live music, horticulture, theatre performances, 

food and drink, farmers market, stalls, fancy dress, 

kids competitions, alternative therapies, 

workshops, raffle 
 
 
 

FREE ENTRY PARKING AVAILABLE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like to get involved 

please contact Sascha at 

Rotherfield St Martin on 

01892 853021 



 

 
You road I enter upon and look around, 

I believe you are not all that is here, 
I believe that much unseen is also here. 

 

Here the profound lesson of reception, 
nor preference nor denial, 

The black with his woolly head, 
the felon, the diseas’d, 

the illiterate person, are not denied; 
The birth, the hasting after the physician, 

the beggar’s tramp, the drunkard’s stagger, 
the laughing party of mechanics, 

The escaped youth, the rich person’s carriage, 
the fop, the eloping couple, 

 

The early market-man, the hearse, 
the moving of furniture into the town, the return back from the town, 

They pass, I also pass, anything passes, none can be interdicted, 
None but are accepted, none but shall be dear to me. 

Allons! the road is before us! 
It is safe - I have tried it - my own feet have tried it well - be not detain’d! 

 

Let the paper remain on the desk unwritten, 
and the book on the shelf unopen’d! 

Let the tools remain in the workshop! 
Let the money remain unearn’d! 

Let the school stand! 
Mind not the cry of the teacher! 

Let the preacher preach in his pulpit! 
Let the lawyer plead in the court, and the judge expound the law. 

 

Camerado, I give you my hand! 
I give you my love more precious than money, 

I give you myself before preaching or law; 
Will you give me yourself? Will you come travel with me? 

Shall we stick by each other as long as we live? 
 

Walt Whitman (circa 1856) 
 
 


